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ABSTRACT 

The article considers the Lviv planning development vision of Ignacy Drexler. Urban 
planning problems exacerbated in the interwar period, reaching their roots from Austrian 
period are emphasized. The ideas of ñGreat Lvivò creation by administrative boundaries 
expanding are clarified. Special attention is paid to the development of the street network, 
regulation of separate city districts and arrangement of street cross-sections. Without 
losing relevance, the necessity of Lviv radial planning structure transformation to radial-
ring by the creation of bypass streets is highlighted. 
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STRESZCZENIE 

Artykuğ dotyczy analizy wizji rozwoju planistycznego Lwowa Ignacego Drexlera. Ujawnio-
no problemy urbanistyczne, kt·re nasiliğy siň w okresie miňdzywojennym i siňgajŃ korze-
niami okresu podaustriackiego. OkreŜlono ideň stworzenia "Wielkiego Lwowa" poprzez 
poszerzenie administracyjnych granic miasta. Szczeg·lnŃ uwagŃ I.Drexlera zostağy objň-
te rozw·j sieci dr·g i ulic, regulacja poszczeg·lnych dzielnic miast i regulacja przekroj·w 
profili ulic. Uzasadniono koniecznoŜĺ przeksztağcenia promienistej struktury planistycznej 
Lwowa w pierŜcieniowo-promienistŃ poprzez stworzenie obwodnic, co do dziŜ nie traci 
swojej aktualnoŜci. 

Sğowa kluczowe: Ignacy Drexler, Lw·w, okres miňdzywojenny, rozw·j planistyczny, sieĺ 
ulic i dr·g, Wielki Lw·w, transformacja struktury planistycznej. 
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1. INTRODUCTION. BEGINNING OF THE FORMATION  
OF THE PLANNING STRUCTURE OF LVIV 

Lviv went through evolution typical for early Middle Ages, that was based on the natural 
characteristics of the region and geographical determination [26]. Center with the mer-
chant place was formed at the crossing of the roads at the ferriage across the Poltva 
River (the place of the contemporary areas of Torhova square (plac Goğuchowskich)1 and 
Prince Yaroslav Osmomysl square (plac Krakowski). The Old Rus prince's early-medieval 
Lviv grew mainly on the slopes of the mountain, now called High Castle towards the Vol-
yn road with the central cultural and administrative square - Staryi Rynok (Old Market 
square). For servicing of the ferriage a custom toll was taken, which gave the settlement 
the proto-urban characteristics. The trade route was leading from the Central Europe to 
the East. The closest significant cities in this route were Cracow, from the west, and Kyiv, 
from the east. Today those roads became the modern streets of Horodotska (Gr·dziecka) 
and Lychakivska (Ğyczakowska). Another route from the South to the North connected 
Halych (modern Halytska street (Halicka), Kniazia Romana (Stefana Batorego) and 
Zelena (Zielona)) with the Volyn centers - Cherven and Belz (modern Bogdan Khmel-
nysky street (ŧ·ğkiewska)). Archaeological researches in 1992 confirmed the origin of the 
settlement on the site of former trade center of the V-VI th centuries, which in the XII-XIII 
centuries gained all the signs of a city center with a high level of development of craft and 
trade [25].  

New, southern district, was surrounded by powerful defensive fortifications, with a geo-
metrically correct structure of the plan, which was later called the Seredmistia (Down-
town) with a new center - Rynok (Market) Square. The new regular district was formed on 
the model of rectangular urban plans, which represented the progressive urban planning 
ideas of the christian Europe. The network of streets in the city center finally settled to the 
end of the XIVth century, and in 1356 the Old Rus law in Lviv was replaced by the Mag-
deburg law [10], [25]. After the death of Rus king Boleslav Yuri the Second the city 
passed under the control of the Polish kings. 

Behind the fortified walls of Lviv, unfortified suburbs were situated. The areas of the for-
mer Rus city became part of Krakivske (Krakowskie) suburb (Pidzamche), which contin-
ued to develop further in the XIVth century, along with the formation of the southern sub-
urb ï Halytske (Halickie) suburb. At the heart of the planning structure of the suburbs the 
out routes were laid that radially diverged from the city to other cities. The most settled 
streets of the Krakivske (Krakowskie) suburb were the old "Volyn road" - modern Khmel-
nytskoho street (ŧ·ğkiewska) and the road to Horodok (Gr·dek JagielloŒski) ï modern 
Horodotska Street (Gr·dziecka). The main streets of the Halytske (Halickie) suburb were 
formed on the old routes to Kyiv and Halych ï modern Lychakivska (Lyczakowska) and 
Zelena (Zielona) streets. The rest of the suburbs in the XVI-XVII th centuries were occu-
pied by manors and suburban estates of wealthy petty bourgeoisie, nobles and monaster-
ies. The roads leading to them laid the foundation for the Shyroka street ï modern Ko-
pernyka (Kopernika), Yezuitska street ï modern Hnatiuka (JagielloŒska), Strilnytska 
street ï modern Lysenka (Kurkowa) and others. In the XV-XVII centuries. More than two 
dozen churches and monasteries appeared in the suburbs, and in the first half of the XVII 
century, more than 20 thousand people lived in the suburbs - four times more than in the 
center of the city. The economic significance of the suburbs led to attempts to establish 
their independence from the Lviv magistrate. The unrealized projects of fortifications for 
these suburbs were developed in 1607 and 1634 [17]. 

In 1772, as a result of the first division of Rzecz Pospolita (Polish Republic), Lviv became 
part of the Austrian monarchy and became the capital of a newly formed Austrian prov-
ince - the ñKingdom of Galicia and Lodomerien (Volodymyria with the Grand Duchess 
of Cracow with its capital in Lvivò (full official name). Due to this, the city began to lose its 

                                                 
1 Further in the article, modern street names are specified first. The interwar period names are given in brackets.  
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former military and commercial functional purpose and become a carrier of the Austrian 
government system. The territory of Lviv, which until now was limited to the fortified inner 
districts of the city and suburbs along the main roads, began to change its urban form 
and become the administrative center of the great province of the Austrian Empire. The 
further development of Lviv was characterized by rapid urbanization and the development 
along the main roads. The formation of suburbs took place without a certain development 
plan and this caused a number of urban development problems. The main reason was 
that regardless of Regional directorate of construction at the Galician governorate exist-
ing, all important decisions were accepted and approved in Vienna. Lviv became able to 
control the development of the city only from 1870, together with creation of special Lviv 
City Building Department [15]. Urban problems accrued during the Austrian period were 
first fully described by Ignacy Drexler in the 1910-1920s. 

 

Fig. 1. Central part of Lviv in the 
last quarter of XIII-XIV centuries. 
Scheme by Yu. Dyba and V. 
Petryk by the assumptions of A. 
Rudnytskyi. Source: R. I. Mohy-
tych [25]. 

Ryc. 1. Centralna czňŜĺ Lwowa 
w ostatniej ĺwierci XIII - XIV 
wieku. Schemat Y. Dyby i V. 
Petryka wedğug zağoŨenia A. 
Rudnitskiego. ťr·dğo: R. I. Mohy-
tycz  [25].  

2. PLANNED DEVELOPMENT OF LVIV DURING AUSTRIAN PERIOD.  
PREREQUISITES OF PROBLEMS 

The key phenomenon of Lviv's urbanization during the Austrian period is its transition 
from the category of medium-sized cities to the category of large cities. In addition, the 
dynamics of the growth of the population of Vienna and Lviv during the XIXth century. 
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was the same. In 1772, the population of Lviv was barely more than 20 thousand, and in 
1869 - 87 thousand, in 1914 - 212 thousand people, without changing the size of the terri-
tory [27]. The planning structure of Lviv continued to develop on the basis of the radial 
system of roads, which was due to the location of the medieval city in the wide basin. The 
most important direction was the road through Yavoriv, which led to Cracow, and then 
connected Lviv with Vienna - the capital of the empire, as well as the road through 
Zolochiv (ŧğocz·w) and Brody to the border of the Russian Empire. The Warsaw road led 
through Zhovkva (ŧ·ğkiew) and Rava-Ruska and Berezhanska (BrzeŨaŒska) road led to 
Stanislaviv (Stanisğaw·w). 

 

 

 

The first step in the formation of the modern planning structure of Lviv was the disassem-
bling of medieval fortifications, which began in 1777 and lasted till 1825. On the ruins 
of the fortress bulwarks the walking zones began to be arranged. The projects for the 
reconstruction of the "city among the walls" were compiled by architect Jean Ignace du 
Desfilles and director of the Design and Construction Department Casparini Caspar in 
1774-1784 and formed the basis of the "Landscaping Plan (Improvement Plan)", which 
was carried out by several stages. The dismantling of the fortifications had led to the for-
mation of a "street around the city" - the first ring formed by new streets in place of the 
former walls [19], [30], [38]. 

 

Fig. 2. Center of Lviv before 1770. Source: Austrian Military Archive, Vienna [16]. 

Ryc. 2. Centrum Lwowa przed 1770 r. ŧr·dğo: Archiwum Wojskowe Austrii we Wiedniu [16]. 
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Later, during 1826-1848, the intensive construction movement led to the continuous de-
velopment along the main transport streets. Henceforth, between those streets the dis-
persed development of four suburbs began: Zhovkivske (ŧ·ğkiewskie), Lychakivske 
(Ğyczakowskie), Halytske (Halickie) and Krakivske (Krakowskie). Administrative and pub-
lic structures were formed around old historical core, which became the areas of gravity 
of the development of Lviv. Construction was carried out without a consolidated urban 
plan for building of the city, only by mechanical expansion of the neighborhoods. As 
a result, on the basis of old roads that diverged from the historical core and the streams 
of water flows, the radial-beam planning, ignoring transverse connections, began to be 
used. With the advent of mechanical means of transportation it caused significant difficul-
ties for the development of urban transport. Between the rays of the radial roads, the old 
field roads, the access paths to the manors and estates were turned into streets with 
perimeter building [15], [33].  

In 1861 Halychyna (Galicia) gained wide autonomy, which contributed to the economic 
development of the territory. In network of urban settlements, the fastest developed 
those, that were important communication nodes. Originally, they were situated on postal 
routes, state roads, and later on railway lines. Territorial self-government became wide-
spread. The commissioning of the railway in the 1850's and 60's gave the cities-railway 
nodes a new impetus. It included Halychyna (Galicia) into the orbit of the European mar-
ket and contributed to the development of oil fields, forestry and logging. As a result, the 
intensive development of Lviv in the eastern and western directions was conditioned by 
the laying of a railway lines. Near them industrial enterprises, working quarters and vil-
lages were formed [29]. 

After the construction of the Ringstrasse in Vienna, the idea of creating a bypass (ring) 
road arose in Lviv in 1877 as well, which, however, was never implemented (Fig. 4). The 
author of the project, Teofil Merunowicz [24], put on the first place the communication 
movement between heterogeneous functionally important urban areas, as well as the 
connection of the center with the newly created Pidzamche (Podzamcze) railway station. 
As a result of the construction of the ring road, in addition to the revival of the movement, 
the author expected the increase in the cost of commercial and residential property along 
the ring and adjacent streets. Merunowicz stressed that every part of the city, which was 
proposed to connect the ring road had a certain property that differed from others. In the 

Fig. 3. Center of Lviv after demoli-
tion of the walls in 1828. Source: 
Austrian National Library, Vienna 
[2]. 

Ryc. 3. Centrum Lwowa po roz-
bi·rce obwarowaŒ w 1828 r. 
ťr·dğo: Biblioteka Narodowa 
Austrii, WiedeŒ [2].  
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center of the city the main function is administrative and public, in the adjacent to the 
center of the city in the north is trade and further north industrial enterprises and railways 
Pidzamche (Podzamcze) station are placed. Describing further the proposed ring, the 
author emphasizes the great recreational potential of the Zamkova Hill, highlighting its 
poor accessibility. On the roundabout circular road around Lviv, which would have to 
connect various functional zones, in the proposal of Merunowicz, laying of a line 
of equestrian tram was planned, which would be economically expedient for the transpor-
tation of passengers and cargo. According to Merunowicz, the Pidzamche (Podzamcze) 
station should have an advantage over the main railway station, due to proximity to the 
city center, and the formation of the ring would only enhance its attractiveness. In addi-
tion, the author proposed to set unified tariffs for travelers from the main train station and 
the Pidzamche (Podzamcze) station [24]. 

 

 

Fig. 4. Lviv ring road (Ringstrasse) project, 1877. Source: T. Merunowicz [24]. 

Ryc. 4. Projekt drogi obwodowej (Ringstrasse) we Lwowie, 1877 r. ťr·dğo: Teofil Merunowicz [24]. 

 

Lviv became able to control the development of the city independently of the Austrian 
authorities only from 1870 with a creation of Lviv City Building Department. It was en-
gaged in the laying of streets, their straightening, expansion, arrangement of squares. 
This was reflected in hundreds of projects that were fragmentary by their character. The 
most striking example radical intervention was the plan of rehabilitation and regulation 
of the central part of Lviv approved in 1891-1893, covering the territory of the old city and 
a number of neighborhoods in Krakivska (plac Krakowski) and Halytska (plac Halicki) 
squares. It was supposed to demolish 181 buildings, break through two exits from Rynok 
Square to the Svobody (Legion·w) avenue and to the Valova (Walowa) street, to expand 
most of the streets. Fortunately, the project was implemented only partially which led to 
preserving of valuable historical buildings. One quarter was dismantled near the Domini-
can church, and a number of buildings were erected in accordance with the red lines in 
Ruska, Virmenska (OrmiaŒska) and other streets [29], [38]. 
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The further development of the planning structure of Lviv during the Austrian period con-
tinued with the build-up of high-density buildings around the city center, and in the sub-
urbs. Because of complicated relief, irregular quarters were formed, the development 
of which contributed to the laying of lines of the horse tram (1879), and from 1894 ï an 
electric tram. At the beginning of the 20th century, the main building movement was car-
ried on the territory between the rays of the main transport arteries. Newly created areas 
were considered more prestigious, and housing - more comfortable.  

A significant city-building action was taken in 1884-1905 under the project of the Lviv 
Polytechnic Society. This was the overlapping of Poltva (Peğtew) river and the creation 
of new parade avenues along the course of the river stream - the wide greened Svobody 
(Legion·w) and Shevchenka (Akademicka) avenues. With the overlapping of Poltva 
(Peğtew) river and creating of Svobody (Legion·w) avenue, it was decided to construct 
of the Opera theatre (Teatr Wielki) on its axis [28]. In 1909, in Zhovkivske (ŧ·ğkiewskie) 
suburb, the beginning of the formation of a new radial urban axis "north-south" on the site 
of the Poltva (Peğtew) river was laid. At the expense of demolishing of a large part of the 
buildings north of the Opera theater (Teatr Wielki), the left side of Svobody (Legion·w) 
avenue was connect to Chornovola (Peğtewna), laying a new street section. The regula-
tion of this and other city areas was described by J. Lewicki [20]. 

 

 

The development of the planning structure during the Austrian period of Lviv was based 
on the development of the radial planning network laid down in the Old Rus time, ignoring 

Fig. 5. New radial urban axis "north-
south" (modern Chornovola avenue) 
creation based on ñRegulation project of 
the area between streets Peğtewna, 
ŧ·ğkiewska and Krakowski, Ŝw. Teodora 
squares [é]ò. Project by J·zef Chow-
aniec from Lviv City Building Depart-
ment, 1909. Source: archive of Depart-
ment of Architecture and Restoration of 
Lviv Polytechnic National University. 

Ryc. 5. Utworzenie nowej promienistej 
osi urbanistycznej Ăp·ğnoc-poğudnieò 
(obecnie prospekt Chornowoğa) na 
podstawie projektu ĂPlan regulacyjny 
czňŜci zawartej miňdzy ulicami Peğtew-
nŃ, ŧ·ğkiewskŃ, placem Krakowskim i 
placem Ŝw. Teodora [...]ò. Projekt wyko-
nany w Urzňdzie Budownictwa we 
Lwowie przez J·zefa ChowaŒca, 1909. 
ťr·dğo: Archiwum Katedry Architektury i 
Restauracji Uniwersytetu PaŒstwowego 
ĂPolitechnika Lwowskaò.  






























